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1 I am speaking in generalities; exceptional circumstances can be imagined. One exception is the baptism of children. My children were probably saved for several years 
before I baptized them, but I waited long enough to ensure that (1) I could see tangible fruit of faith/repentance in their lives, which is harder to discern in kids, (2) they 

would remember being baptized when they grew older, and (3) they weren’t doing this for me but for God. 
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2 De baptismo 18, probably from around the year 200, Tertullian’s Homily on Baptism, ed. E. Evans (London: SPCK, 1964): 36-41, 

commentary in 101-106. Cf. ANF 3:677-678; PL 1:1220-22; CCSL 1:292-293. 
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3 The Roman Catholic Church employs this Latin phrase to depict the efficacy of the sacraments for achieving salvation, simply by performing the ritual. It means, “by 
the work worked.” Protestants, in contrast, emphasize that sacramental elements (water, bread, wine) do not confer salvation, nor do they mediate grace apart from 

faith. (Some Protestants do practice infant baptism, but they still emphasize the presence of faith, usually from the family baptizing the baby.) 
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Baptism in Acts: Q&A4

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4 This section repeats material from above but formats it differently so you can jump to the questions that interest you. 
5 The Reformers used the language of “instrumental cause” to depict how faith is the means by which we receive Christ’s righteousness—what Paul called, 

“justification by faith.” The instrumental cause contrasts with the “meritorious cause” of salvation, which is Christ’s obedience and substitutionary death for sinners. 

Throughout this handout, faith and repentance are typically treated together, for they occur simultaneously and equate to one’s “heart conversion.” In terms of logical 
sequence, however, faith precedes repentance, for we must believe in Christ in order to turn to Him. 
6 I am speaking in generalities; exceptional circumstances can be imagined. One exception is the baptism of children. My children were probably saved for several years 

before I baptized them, but I waited long enough to ensure that (1) I could see tangible fruit of faith/repentance in their lives, which is harder to discern in kids, (2) they 
would remember being baptized when they grew older, and (3) they weren’t doing this for me but for God. 
7 Some argue that baptism saves the infant and thus it is not disassociated with conversion, but this cannot be true.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


